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MINUTES of the 113th BWPA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING held at
The National Liberal Club, Whitehall Place, London
on Friday 5 March 2010 at 11:30 AM.

Present:

Ari Borg


: President

M. Anthony Paul

: Vice President




Michael D. Hobday

: Secretary
 

Jenny Barrow


: Treasurer 

Members:


Graham Agg


Nigel Holland


João Pereira


Sonja Aldengard

Henry Houghton

Eliana Pinto

Christine Baker 
Richard Jameson

Heinrich Schuster
Adam Bonner 
Ulf Larsson


Patrick Shorten
Rodney Clarke

David Lewis


Alan Shrimpton
Peter Crane


Tony Marnan


Mats Strandberg  
Jane Cummergen 
Chris Mills


Gavin Towers
Kiran Dhanani/ Accountant  
Anthony Mitchell 

Kenn Townley
A. Dolores Ferreira 

Terina Muir


Louis de Vos
Christopher Grenside          
Merja O’Connor

Peter Westerman
David Hatton  
Sakari Pappila


Roger P. Wright
Andrew McWhirter and Vernon Stockton, both Life Members, attended the lunch.

Invited guests: 
Present at the lunch which followed the AGM were:

Kevin Connors

: Nordea Bank Finland Plc/ Guest Speaker

Kiran Dhanani


: KAYDEE Associates, Accountants

Amanda Marcus

: Hawkins Wright Limited

Roger Wright


: Hawkins Wright Limited

Tom Wright


: Hawkins Wright Limited 
Total at the AGM


: 37
Total attending Lunch


: 43
CAVEAT:
At the beginning of the Meeting the President drew the attention of all to the following statement:

“Participants are reminded of the BWPA’s Competition Law Policy requiring strict compliance with UK and International Competition Law.

Participants must avoid any action, decision, agreement or conduct that might suggest the BWPA is used as a vehicle to facilitate or is party to any unlawful conduct.

Any attempt to discuss unlawful matters is strictly prohibited and will cause the BWPA to stop the meeting immediately.”  

The President extended a warm welcome to all attending and especially to those who had come from far away places.
1.
To approve the Minutes of the 112th Annual General Meeting held on 

6 March 2009:

Taken as read these were approved unanimously and duly signed by the President.

2.
To receive and adopt the Executive Committee Report for 2009:


This was given by Michael Hobday and is copied at the end of these Minutes along with all other Reports presented in the Council Meeting held earlier and covered below.
3.
To receive and adopt the Audited Accounts for the year ending 31 December 2009 as prepared by Accountants KADEE Associates.


Copies of these Accounts were available to all.


This presentation was given by Jenny Barrow, Treasurer.
4.
To review the Annual Dinner 2009 and confirm arrangements for 2010:


Christine Baker, the Dinner Committee Convenor presented her report for 2009. 

There was a natural disappointment that The Savoy would not be the venue for the 2010 Dinner, but it was fully understood that with cost and minimum numbers being the reasons, there was precious little that could be done in that direction.

Ari Borg made clear that yes, we were all disappointed, but there seemed to be fairly insurmountable difficulties in a return to The Savoy. Furthermore, all these difficulties had been clearly sent to all Executive Committee Members and subsequently on receipt of their responses, to Council Members for comment and all but one of the replies voted for a return in 2010 to the Waldorf Hilton.

Christine Baker then said:

· We are committed to a return to the Waldorf in November 2010.

· We are not committed as yet to the venue of the November 2011 Dinner and all options will be considered including a re-look at The Savoy.  
Patrick Shorten said that he was prepared to offer any assistance in regard to having a word with his friend the Director of Banqueting at The Savoy, Mark Scholfield. Christine Baker said that she would like to discuss this at a later date once we have progressed further and she thanked him for his generous suggestion. 

5.
To report on the 2009 Symposium:

Ari Borg said that the “paid attendees” showed a slight decline in numbers compared with the previous year, but through generous sponsorships the Symposium made a profit.

6.
To report on the BWPA Website:


Michael Hobday now manages the website and any ideas, suggested paid advertising and suchlike should be made directly to him.


He is keeping a record of “monthly hits” to the site and by these Minutes asks that all please view it on a regular basis.

To visit the website:
www.bwpa.org.uk 

To open the “Members Area” section you require a:

- User name and 

-  Password.

Those who do not know these two keys should please email Michael Hobday for help:         bwpasec@tiscali.co.uk    (place cursor on this link; press and hold “Ctrl” key and “left click”.)  

7.
To present M. Anthony Paul with his Past President’s Medal:


Ari Borg made the presentation and resounding response was given to Anthony

by all present as a mark of appreciation for his tireless efforts on behalf of the BWPA over the last four years.
8.
To confirm the procedure for the succession of the incoming Vice President:

This was a repeat of what was said at the Council Meeting earlier and was quickly summarized by Ari Borg as follows:

· Flexible President term, but such a person should have two years previous BWPA Committee experience.

· Flexible Vice President term.

· Flexible Committee terms and Membership numbers.

· Meetings by Conference Call or email voting.

· All this to be proposed and circulated in 14 days.

· Replies from Council Members required by end March.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

This would conclude in a proposal to be put before an EGM to be arranged on the morning of Sports Day, Thursday 17 May at Tudor Park Hotel.

9.
To note the composition of the various Committees:

Executive Committee:


* = Newly elected. 

* Paul Bailey


* Warren Collin


   Peter Crane

* Nigel Holland

* David Lewis 
   Gavin Towers.

Dinner Committee:

Graham Agg

Sonja Aldengard
Christine Baker, Convenor

Colin Miesch

Anthony Mitchell

Kenn Townley


All of whom are currently serving Members and willing to continue.

Statistical Committee:

Graham Parker

Peter Westerman, Convenor


Both of whom are currently serving Members and willing to continue.

Technical & Environment Representative:

Rodney Clarke, currently serving in this post and willing to continue.

10.
BWPA Membership Fees for 2010:


Currently these are:

GBP 400 for Corporate Membership including that company’s Council Member.
GBP   75 for each Ordinary Membership.

11.
To approve the appointment of KAYDEE Associates as Accountants for 2010


This was Proposed by Christopher Grenside and Seconded by David Lewis.


The agreement was carried unanimously.

12.
Any other business:

Kenn Townley stood to advise the gathering of the sad news that Alan Jack Haslett, one time BWPA Member and pulp seller employed by Berner, Nicol;  subsequently the Pulp Buyer for Scotpulp; then for Federal Tait, passed away in his sleep earlier that morning.

His obituary is on the BWPA website with further information. RIP.   
The President closed the Meeting at 12:10 AM.

……….Please scroll down several more pages for the individual Reports……….
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REPORTS PRESENTED AT THE COUNCIL MEETING 5th MARCH 2010

BWPA MEMBERSHIP CHANGES during year ending 1st March 2010:

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP:
New Members:

FAILAND PAPER SERVICES
: Paul Bailey/ Council Member






  Peter Dyer/ Ordinary Member.

CELLMARK S.A.


: Rémy Heintz/ Corporate Member.

  UNIFIBRA S.A. now integrated within 

  the Cellmark Group resign leaving only

  the new Cellmark Group as BWPA Member.

FIBRIA



: Ari Borg/ Council Member.

Resignations:

VCP Overseas Holding Ltd       )
: Now both incorporated within the new Fibria   

ARACRUZ (Europe) S.A.         )
  company as shown above.

UNIFIBRA S.A.
: See above under CELLMARK S.A.

COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP/ Resignation:

Fernando Elias
: Aracruz (Europe) S.A.

David Aldridge
: Neucel Speciality Pulp.


  We were advised he left Neucel in January and      


  we now await news of his replacement. 

ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP/ Resignation:

Dagmara Tarczewska
: Itochu Europe Plc
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT:

Produced by Michael Hobday.

MEMBERSHIP:



Individual Members

: 50 of whom -



Corporate Members




: 29



Associate Members




:   1



Ordinary Members




: 20



Honorary Members

: 17

Life Members

: 36

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:



Ari Borg


President



M. Anthony Paul

Vice President



David Aldridge

Left the BWPA effective 10 January.

Adam Bonner

Retiring 5 March 2010

Peter Crane

Sakari Pappila

Eliana Pinto

Gavin Towers 

Number of Meetings

:  4

Attendance record

: 65 %

The 94th Annual Dinner:



This was held at the Waldorf Hilton Hotel, Aldwych, London on



Thursday 12th November 2009.



Attendance


: 260



Toast to the Guests was proposed by Ari Borg, President of The



British Wood Pulp Association.



The reply on behalf of the Guests was given by Heikki Vappula of



UPM Kymmene, Helsinki, Finland.

The Symposium:



This was held in conjunction with Hawkins Wright Ltd on 


Thursday 12th November at Savoy Place on the morning of the Pulp Dinner.


The Speakers were:


Andrew Casey/ Forest Products Association of Canada.


“Global trends in sustainable forest management”.


Oliver Lansdell/ Hawkins Wright Ltd.


“The outlook for market pulp”.


Stig Andersen/ NORDEA Bank, Oslo, Norway


“Adapting to trends in pulp, paper and energy markets”.


Joe Nemeth/ Canfor Pulp & Paper, Canada


“The green transformation plan in practice”.


Ulf Edman/ Södra Cell International, Växjö, Sweden


“Challenges and strategies of a northern hemisphere pulp supplier”.

The BWPA Trophy/ “The President’s Plate”:


The Competition
: Pulp species and quality analysis.


The Winner

: John Govier.

Activities:


During the year the Executive Committee considered and advised on the following items:


€UROPULP


BWPA Financial position


Annual Report and Statistics  


The 2009 Symposium and the BWPA Dinner


Committee Reports


Sports Day


The Association was also represented at meetings organised by both our European colleagues and UK Allied Associations and attended the


Paper Agents Annual Dinner at Lords Cricket Ground on 15 May and €UROPULP meeting in Montecatini Terme near Lucca, Tuscany, Italy on Thursday 17 September. 

Obituaries:


Since the last AGM we are sad to report the passing of:

In 2009: 

Ted Harrison and Christine Norris.

In 2010:

F. E. Ted Stratford passed away on 8th January.
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DINNER COMMITTEE REPORT:

Produced by Christine M. Baker

Dinner Committee:




Graham Agg




Sonja Aldengard




Christine Baker, Convenor




Colin Miesch

Anthony Mitchell




Kenn Townley
We did not ask for reports from the Table Hosts for the 2009 Dinner because we believed we would return to the Savoy for the 2010 Dinner.  Due entirely to financial reasons a return to the Savoy is not possible and the consensus of those contacted showed an overwhelming vote to remain at the Waldorf, who looked after us so admirably in 2009.  

The Dinner Committee had 5 meetings during 2009 and the attendance record was 70%.  Meetings were also held with cabaret agents, artists and the Waldorf Hilton Hotel banqueting staff.

The final attendance at the Dinner was 260.

The British Wood Pulp Association and in particular the Dinner Committee thank all our Sponsors very much for their superb generosity.  

CMPC of Santiago, Chile once again sponsored the wine and they have agreed to sponsor the wine for the 2010 Dinner.

Altri, Portugal, sponsored the excellent vintage port and the brandy which was again a great success.  

Central National-Gottesman Inc. of New York, USA gave a substantial financial sponsorship towards the Dinner and have kindly offered to continue this for the 2010 Dinner.

Verbrugge Terminals of The Netherlands and Westerlund Group NV of Belgium also gave generous financial sponsorship to the Dinner.

Without such sponsorship the cost of the dinner would be extremely expensive for our members and so we thank all our sponsors for their most welcome generosity.

We continue to seek sponsors for this year’s Dinner and anyone who may wish to discuss this possibility should please speak either to me or Michael Hobday.

Ari Borg, President, proposed the Toast to the Guests and Heikki Vappula of UPM, Finland responded on their behalf.

Jean Beckwith did an excellent job handing out the programmes and we are all tremendously grateful for her assistance with this most helpful task.

Finally I would like to thank all the members of the Dinner Committee and especially Michael Hobday for their support throughout 2009. The assistance from Colin Miesch when dealing with Europe and his extreme skills of linguistic agility is appreciated.

We will always continue our efforts such that each forthcoming Dinner will be even better than the preceding one and we will do our utmost to ensure this will be the case for the 2010 Dinner.

The venue will be the Waldorf Hilton Hotel, Aldwych and the date is now fixed as Thursday, 11th November 2010.
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STATISTICAL REPORT:

Produced by Peter Westerman.

Statistics Committee:




Peter Westerman, Convenor




Graham Parker

STATISTICAL COMMITTEE REPORT:

As has been the case over recent years the many earlier sources of reliable information have discontinued their cooperation with the BWPA for statistics purposes. This has been due to retirements, change of personnel, alteration of individual Association policy and loss of contact and it has been left to gleaning such information from our loyal members plus a heavy reliance on figures supplied by the “Business and Trade Statistics” publication.

Members will know that such statistics are now available annually and the Convenor will provide these to Michael Hobday who will then place them onto the BWPA website.
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TECHNICAL & ENVIRONMENT REPORT:

Produced by Rodney Clarke.
During the difficult trading period of 2009 the European Pulp and Paper Industry has maintained a responsible and pro-active environmental role to address the issues of forest sustainability and carbon footprint. 

In January CEPI published their final Sustainability Report for 2009, which is recommended reading for all our members. If members would like to borrow a copy please contact Rodney Clarke.

An interesting statistic: 

In 1991 one ton of wood produced two tons of paper. 

In 2007 one ton of wood produced three tons of  paper! 

Most European Pulp producers were able to publish details of their carbon emissions with targets and time scale for reductions.

Attention was drawn to members of a useful publication by the European Mail Industry Platform (EMIP) which contains facts, figures and arguments to challenge environmental myths that unfairly hurt the reputation of our collective industry.

Liaison with PITA (Paper Industry Technical Association) has been maintained and assistance given to their members in finding sources of unbleached HWKP.

We were approached by Barry Read to consider co-operation in an environmental sustainability symposium this coming Spring. This was politely declined as it would conflict with other events of 2010. It seems that PITA have widened their industry role to include trade statistics. We were unable to help with the provision of “real time” UK wood pulp consumption. Our resources only allow us to collect such statistics retrospectively. 

PITA’s new representative, Daren Chamberlain, attended the Pulp Week Symposium.
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