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MINUTES of the 112th BWPA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING held at
The National Liberal Club, Whitehall Place, London
on Friday 6 March 2009 at 11:30 AM.
Present:

M. Anthony Paul

: President



Ari Borg


: Vice President


Michael D. Hobday

: Secretary
 
Jenny Barrow

: Treasurer 
Members:


Graham Agg


David Hatton  

Merja O’Connor


Sonja Aldengard

Mattias Helin


Graham Parker  


Christine Baker

Jonathan Heywood

Joao Pereira


Adam Bonner

Henry Houghton

Gerald Seeley

Peter Crane


Richard Jameson

Alan Shrimpton

Jane Cummergen

Ulf Larsson


Vernon Stockton

Yvonne Freitag 

David Lewis


Mats Strandberg  
A. Dolores Ferreira 

Tony Marnan


Gavin Towers
Terry Graves


Chris Mills


Kenn Townley
Christopher Grenside           Anthony Mitchell

Louis de Vos









Peter Westerman

Andrew McWhirter, Life Member, attended the lunch.

Invited guests present at the lunch which followed the AGM were:

John Bingham

: Hawkins Wright Limited

Kiran Dhanani

: KAYDEE Associates, Accountants

Oliver Lansdell

: Hawkins Wright Limited
Amanda Marcus

: Hawkins Wright Limited
Timo Teräs


: Jaakko Pöyry Consulting & Guest Speaker

Roger Wright


: Hawkins Wright Limited
Tom Wright


: Hawkins Wright Limited
Total at the AGM


: 35

Total attending Lunch

: 43
CAVEAT:
At the beginning of the Meeting the President drew the attention of all to the following statement:

“Participants are reminded of the BWPA’s Competition Law Policy requiring strict compliance with UK and International Competition Law.

Participants must avoid any action, decision, agreement or conduct that might suggest the BWPA is used as a vehicle to facilitate or is party to any unlawful conduct.

Any attempt to discuss unlawful matters is strictly prohibited and will cause the BWPA to stop the meeting immediately.”  

The President extended a warm welcome to all attending and especially to those who had come from far away places.
1.
To approve the Minutes of the 111th Annual General Meeting held on 
7 March 2008:

Taken as read these were approved unanimously and duly signed by the President.
2.
To receive and if approve then adopt the Executive Committee Report for 2008:


This was read out by the Secretary and copied at the end of these Minutes.



This was Proposed and Seconded respectively by Graham Agg and Kenn Townley and approved unanimously.

3.
To receive and if approved then adopt the Audited Accounts for the year ending 31 December 2008 as prepared by Accountants KADEE Associates.


Copies of these Accounts were available to all.


Christopher Grenside questioned the position of earned Interest for 2009 and the Treasurer confirmed that this would be minimal, even on the highest interest rates available, due to prevailing circumstances in the money markets.


Christopher Grenside then asked how we had achieved lower Administration costs and the Treasurer confirmed that together with the assistance of the Secretary and the Executive Committee, all outgoing costs had been kept at an absolute minimum and that controls are in place to continue to minimise all costs wherever possible.


The Accounts were then adopted unanimously following a Proposal by Christopher Grenside and Seconded by David Hatton.   

4.
To review the Annual Dinner 2008 and confirm arrangements for 2009:


Christine Baker, the Dinner Committee Convenor presented her report for 2008 and this is copied at the end of these Minutes.


She confirmed that as already advised, The Savoy had encountered problems in their GBP 110 million refurbishment and accordingly our Annual Dinner would again this November take place at the Waldorf Hilton Hotel, Aldwych, London and that the hope is for a return to The Savoy in November 2010.


The date for this year’s Annual Dinner is Thursday 12 November 2009.
5.
To report on the 2008 Symposium:


The President reconfirmed what he had said at the Council Meeting earlier and this was as follows:


 The President confirmed that The Symposium was a great success and that the cooperation between Hawkins Wright Limited and The BWPA was yet again to the fore in ensuring that such success was achieved.

With success came financial reward and for The BWPA this continued to generate considerable income.

The President asked that all do their utmost to help in the success for the 2009 Symposium and to lean heavily on their visiting Principals and Customers as well as others from peripheral companies present for Pulp Week to be present at this November’s Symposium.

He thus intoned the plea to: 

“Let’s do everything we can to increase numbers and fill all empty seats!”  

6.
To review the website:

Paul Bailey is responsible for the update and workings of the website , but regrettably he was unable to be present due to business commitments.


Nevertheless, it was asked that all Members check the site on a regular basis and pass any comments they may have to the Secretary to implement additions, deletions or corrections as either found or wished.

It was again mentioned that we seek to push paid advertising on the site subject to 


ensuring all is fully acceptable to upholding the good name and reputation of the Association.


Anyone who may have input to bring about such paid advertising should contact the Secretary.

7.
To confirm the retirement of M. Anthony Paul as President and that he be adopted as Vice President for the year 2009 and to confirm the inauguration of Ari Borg as President for the two years 2009 and 2010:


The formalities had been approved by Council at their meeting earlier that morning. 

The exchange of regalia together with due thanks being offered by both recipients was then witnessed and warmly greeted and approved unanimously by all present.
8.
To note the composition of the following Committees and Representatives for 2009 as confirmed by Council that morning:

The Executive Committee to comprise:


The President, Ari Borg


The Vice President, M. Anthony Paul


David Aldridge
: Neucel Speciality Cellulose

Paul Bailey

: International Forest Products (UK) 

Adam Bonner
: Ekman UK

Peter Crane

: Stora Enso UK

Sakari Pappila
: Kingsway Fibres 

A sixth name is being discussed with Ari Borg and once this has been confirmed all will be advised. Such person will replace Hans Peter Wild who resigned recently due to business reasons.
The Dinner Committee to comprise:


Sonja Aldengard
: Life Member


Christine Baker
: Kingsway Fibres and Committee Convenor

Neil Govan

: Newbury Pulp Marketing


Colin Miesch

: Honorary Member and European consultant


Anthony Mitchell
: Kingsway Fibres


Kenn Townley
: F. G. Evans & Co (Pulp)

The Statistics Committee to comprise:


Terry Graves

: Tembec Luxembourg SARL


Graham Parker
: Encell


Peter Westerman
: Life Member

Technical & Environment Representative:


Rodney Clarke
: Priority Pulp & Paper

9.
BWPA Membership Fees for 2009:

It was agreed unanimously at the Council Meeting earlier that Membership Fees remain unchanged for 2009, namely:


Corporate Membership including one Council Member
: £400.


Ordinary Membership





: £  75.

10.
To approve the appointment of KAYDEE Associates as Accountants for the year 2009:


On a Proposal by Christopher Grenside and Seconded by the Vice President M. Anthony Paul this appointment was approved unanimously.

11.
Any other business:

1.
Gavin Towers advised the Meeting that without any cost to the BWPA he would be able to arrange extremely helpful rates for Hotels, Car Hire and the reservation of Restaurants for any interested parties in Pulp Week.


He is to liaise with the Secretary and a plan showing how this could be arranged will be advised to all Council, Executive and Dinner Committee Members once this has been concluded.

It will then be published on the BWPA Website. 

2.
The Secretary then read out a message sent to Louis de Vos from Nick Langdon/ CPI who stated that in future figures given by the CPI should be treated “with caution” due to the resignation of a number of Members from the CPI thus diluting the certainty of correctness. 


This was noted by all present. 


3.
The Secretary then read out a paragraph taken from an Executive Committee Meeting held on 23 January 2009 which showed as follows:


ANNUAL REPORT & ACCOUNTS & TRADE STATISTICS:


Louis de Vos presented his overview on how figures are obtained and said that, just as Peter Westerman indicated for his Statistical Review, the gleaning of accurate figures is, at very best extremely difficult, but today, regrettably nigh on impossible to achieve. 


Sakari Pappila said that he had again spoken to his contacts in Finland at FOEX who confirmed that they are happy to allow their published, historical monthly or quarterly figures to be published in our Report, but added that they insist we state the source of such figures be published, confirming that these were indeed given by FOEX.


Anthony Paul confirmed that he had approached CME and asked that we be allowed to publish their numbers. CME are considering this request and will revert.

As regards figures of tonnages Sakari Pappila said that perhaps we should contact the ten largest ports and from these we could obtain figures such that over time a trend would be established which would show market movement to a pretty good degree of accuracy.

Ari Borg then suggested that if this be the case, an Index should be established to show monthly movement and for example 1st January 2008 would be declared as being “100 %” and figures thereafter would show “+ %” or “- %”.

It was agreed that the Membership be asked for their approval at the AGM in March and a procedure would thus be established.


There was much discussion as to the accuracy of implementing this 

arrangement, but as the President Ari Borg stated, it is the trend and movement that is required and certainly NOT figures which, in any case, would neither be granted nor given out by ports or other parties protecting their customers confidentiality.

It was further agreed that in providing the information to enable trend movements on a “plus % or minus %” the distinction between Hardwood and Softwood be clarified.

It was noted that this split is not provided by our European friends in the provision of their figures and so this would require proper consultation.

At no time would the integrity of ports and others be put at risk in the provision of such information and a method would be established to see them be fully protected.
It was then agreed that the Executive Committee fully review this point when it is raised at their next Meeting on Sports Day, Thursday 28 May.

Hopefully once this is agreed an Index would then be established showing trend movements by percentage factor on a regular basis.

4.
Finally the President Ari Borg raised the point about talk in certain European quarters which had suggested that the Annual Dinner be moved from time-to-time to a European city.


He added that firstly he could not see how anyone in Europe could arrange such a Dinner and that secondly it was almost certain that funding would not be available to provide such a function to even approach our high standards.


Basically, it was felt that some in Europe would like the kudos of arranging an Annual Dinner, but frankly they had little if any idea as to how to go about putting such a complicated function in place and so we should feel that this “perceived threat” is simply an apparition. 

Be it not so and that Europe actually can find someone willing and able to put forward this proposal, then we simply carry on as normal and continue with our Annual Dinner in London, irrespective.

With all discussion then complete the President closed the AGM at 12:15 PM and all present then joined the guests for the Annual Lunch also held in the David Lloyd George Room at the National Liberal Club.    
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EXECUTIVE REPORT:

Produced by Michael Hobday.

MEMBERSHIP:



Individual Members

: 55 of whom



Corporate Members



: 32



Associate Members



:   1



Ordinary Members



: 22



Honorary Members

: 17



Life Members 


: 38

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:



M. Anthony Paul

President



Ari Borg


Vice President



Graham Agg


Retiring 6 March 2009



Paul Bailey



Adam Bonner



Harry Lönnqvist

Retiring 6 March 2009



Sakari Pappila



Hans Peter Wild

Retiring 6 March 2009
This recent announcement requires a new name to complete the Committee/ See Point No: 11 on the Agenda.


Number of Meetings

: 4



Attendance Record

: 65 %

The 93rd Annual Dinner:



This was held at The Waldorf Hilton Hotel, Aldwych, London on 



Thursday 13th November 2008.  



Attendance


: 284



Toast to the Guests was proposed by M. Anthony Paul, President of



The British Wood Pulp Association.

The Reply on behalf of the Guests was given by Guillermo “Willie” Mullins of CMPC Ltda, Santiago, Chile.
The Symposium:

This was held in conjunction with Hawkins Wright Ltd on


Thursday 13th November at Savoy Place on the morning of the Pulp Dinner.


The Speakers were:

John Bingham/ Hawkins Wright Ltd:



Energy from Biomass.

Andrea Boltho/ Emeritus Professor Magdalen College, Oxford: 

Where is the World Economy going?

Rt. Hon. John Gummer, MP: 

Environment & The Paper Industry.

Jarmo Salonen/ m-real, Helsinki, Finland: 

Outlook for Europe’s Wood Supply.

Tom Wright/ Hawkins Wright Ltd: 

Outlook for Market Pulp.

The British Wood Pulp Association Trophy/ “The President’s Plate”:


The Competition
: James Bond 007 Quiz.


The Winner

: Henry Houghton.

Activities:


During the year the Executive Committee considered and advised on the following items:


The BWPA Website and the potential for paid advertising by third parties.


€UROPULP.


BWPA Financial position


Annual Report and Trade Statistics


The 2008 Symposium and BWPA Annual Dinner

Committee Reports

 
Sports Day


The Association was also represented at meetings organized by both our European colleagues and UK Allied Associations and attended the  €UROPULP meeting in Divonne, France on 18-19 September 2008.

Obituary:


During the past year we were sad to report that George F. Parsons an Honorary Member of the BWPA passed away on 14 December 2008.


Continued over page………………………………………………..

The British Wood Pulp Association

(Founded 1896)
[image: image3.jpg]



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 6 MARCH 2009
Point No: 4




DINNER REPORT:

Produced by Christine Baker.

DINNER COMMITTEE REPORT 2008
There were mixed reports received from the Table Hosts, but the majority were satisfied with the way the Dinner was received by our Guests.  Unfortunately due to unforeseen problems at The Savoy we are unable to hold our Dinner there this year.  The Waldorf are able to accommodate us and therefore the Dinner will be held there this year.  Hopefully The Savoy will be open in time for our Dinner in 2010.

The Dinner Committee had 6 meetings during 2008 and the attendance record was 75%.  Meetings were held with cabaret agents, artists and the Waldorf Hilton Hotel banqueting staff.

The final attendance at the Dinner was 284.

The British Wood Pulp Association and in particular the Dinner Committee thank our Sponsors very much.  CMPC once again sponsored the wine and they have agreed to sponsor the wine for the 2009 Dinner – this is very much appreciated.

Altri, Portugal, sponsored the excellent vintage port and the brandy.  Altri has very kindly agreed to sponsor the port and brandy for the 2009 Dinner.

Central National-Gottesman Inc. sponsored the cabaret and has kindly offered to sponsor it for the 2009 Dinner.

Verbrugge Terminals sponsored the pre-dinner bar and Georgia-Pacific Corporation sponsored the after-dinner bar.

Without such sponsorship the cost of the dinner would be extremely expensive for our members, so a big thank you to all our sponsors.  If anyone would like to sponsor the 2009 Dinner, please speak to either myself or Michael Hobday.

The speeches of our President and Mr. Guillermo Mullis of CMPC were well received by our members and guests.  

Jean Beckwith did an excellent job handing out the programmes.

Finally I would like to thank all the members of the Dinner Committee and the Secretary for their support throughout 2008. In particular I would like to pay a great tribute to the sterling efforts made by Colin in assisting us in Europe.

We will continue our efforts to ensure that the 2009 Dinner is better than that for last year.  The venue will remain as for last year, namely the Waldorf Hilton Hotel, Aldwych and the date is now fixed as Thursday 12th November 2009.

Christine Baker, 

Convenor

THIS NOW COMPLETES THE AGM MINUTES:

