The British Wood Pulp Association
(Founded 1896)
To the President and all Members of the BWPA Executive Committee:

Minutes of the Meeting held on 23 January 2009 at KFL Limited, London.

Present:
M. Anthony Paul

: President

Ari Borg


: Vice President

Graham Agg

Adam Bonner

Sakari Pappila

Michael Hobday

: Secretary

Jenny Barrow


: Treasurer

Christine Baker

: BWPA Dinner & Sports Day

Rodney Clarke

: Technical & Environmental

Louis de Vos


: Annual Report & Accounts

Peter Westerman

: Statistics

At the beginning of the Meeting the President drew attention to the BWPA’s Competition Law Policy requiring strict compliance with UK and International Law.

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:


Apologies were received from Paul Bailey, Harry Lönnqvist and Hans Peter Wild.
2.
APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:


The Minutes were approved and signed by the President.

3.
MEMBERSHIP UPDATE:

i) The Secretary confirmed to the Meeting that Derek Harman, the last Managing   Director of Johnsen Jorgensen & Wettre prior to that company’s retirement from the BWPA, had recently been voted a Life Member of the BWPA by overwhelming response.

ii) The President and The Secretary had been advised in the last few days by Hans Peter Wild representing Borregaard Schweiz AG that it looked increasingly unlikely that he would be able to hold to his recent acceptance to succeed Ari Borg as President due to anticipated company changes and that therefore the order of Presidential succession, following Ari Borg, would now appear to be Terry Graves/Tembec followed by Gavin Towers/ Itochu.

It was agreed that Ari Borg make contact with Terry Graves and define the forward parameters.

The President would inform Gavin Towers, proposed successor as President following Terry Graves, about this item when Gavin joined the meeting at lunch.

4.
STATISTICAL REVIEW:


Peter Westerman reported that the difficulties of obtaining statistics continued in that his long-term contacts had either retired or were now unable to provide same and accordingly it was agreed that in future the Trade Statistics obtained from HM Customs and Excise figures, whose accuracy in the detail is heavily suspect, will be published in the BWPA’s Annual Report and Accounts AND Trade Statistics, known as “The Blue Book”.


If nothing else it will at least provide a trend.

5.
WEBSITE REVIEW:

Paul Bailey was unable to attend the meeting and had nothing to report.


Some changes/ updating on the website had recently taken place and all Members were asked to view their BWPA website regularly in order to check for accuracy and inform about further updates.

Paul Bailey cannot be expected to have first-hand knowledge about all our business or our individual companies and therefore it is incumbent upon all BWPA Members to ensure accuracy and assist Paul in his deliberations.

6.
PULP DINNER & SPORTS DAY:

Christine Baker then joined the Meeting and confirmed that as regards:


i) Pulp Dinner:


   The Contract with The Savoy had been signed by Michael Hobday.


The Cabaret Act is approaching a conclusion, but as is usual, this will be kept a secret until the evening itself. 

   However, as this year marks our return to The Savoy, all can be assured that it will be spectacular! 
ii) Sports Day:

 This will be held as usual at Tudor Park Hotel, Maidstone.

    The date this year is Thursday 28 May 2009.

    Christine Baker will send out letters of invitation to all concerned around end January/ early February.

7.
TREASURER’s REPORT:


Jenny Barrow, Treasurer, presented the 2008 Budget Figures and the Actual Figures as at 31 December 2008.


The Budget 2008 showed:
Income at £29,750.00 & Expenditure at £35,020.00.






The Budget showed a Loss of £ 5,270.00


The Actual Figurers were :
Income at £29,549.74 & Expenditure at £30,635.57.






This showed a Loss of £1,085.83, an improvement of £4,184.17 on Budget.

8.
ANNUAL REPORT & ACCOUNTS & TRADE STATISTICS:

Louis de Vos presented his overview on how figures are obtained and said that, just as Peter Westerman indicated for his Statistical Review, the gleaning of accurate figures is, at very best extremely difficult, but today, regrettably nigh on impossible to achieve. 


Sakari Pappila said that he had again spoken to his contacts in Finland at FOEX who confirmed that they are happy to allow their published, historical monthly or quarterly figures to be published in our Report, but added that they insist we state the source of such figures be published, confirming that these were indeed given by FOEX.


Anthony Paul confirmed that he had approached CME and asked that we be allowed to publish their numbers. CME are considering this request and will revert.

As regards figures of tonnages Sakari Pappila said that perhaps we should contact the ten largest ports and from these we could obtain figures such that over time a trend would be established which would show market movement to a pretty good degree of accuracy.

Ari Borg then suggested that if this be the case, an Index should be established to show monthly movement and for example 1st January 2008 would be declared as being “100 %” and figures thereafter would show “+ %” or “- %”.

It was agreed that the Membership be asked for their approval at the AGM in March and a procedure would thus be established.
9.
€UROPULP:


Michael Hobday had asked their President, Gerrit Kees Brouwer, to advise on forward plans in order that these could be highlighted in our discussions and tabled on our website in order to promote €UROPULP.

Unfortunately there had been no response.


There were suggestions that an end March meeting might be held in Brussels which would give the potential to have a cocktail party, but it was felt that there is some doubt about the Brussels Meeting actually proceeding. 

Then there is the mooted event in Berlin later in the year, but again it was thought that this, also, would not come to fruition.


It is understood that in April 2009 Mrs. Raffaella Tronco will succeed Gerrit Kees Brouwer as President of  €UROPULP.

10.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:


Hans Peter Wild, the Council Member for Borregaard Schweiz AG and based at Riedholz, Switzerland, had very recently confirmed that he may well and rather soon, find himself out of the Pulp Industry.
In that case his nomination to succeed Ari Borg as President of the BWPA, most regrettably, will not apply.

Accordingly, Terry Graves of Tembec Luxembourg SARL will take this position two years earlier than he had expected and that in turn he would be followed by Gavin Towers of Itochu Europe PLC. This might prove difficult for Gavin as we understand he may have other in-house company items on his agenda at that time which might well clash with this schedule.
That, as we currently stand, shows the expected forward position of succession.
11.
NEXT MEETING:

The President thanked Kingsway Fibres Limited for their kind hospitality and closed the Meeting at 11:55 AM.


The next Meeting will be held at:


Tudor Park Hotel on Sport’s Day, Thursday 28 May 2009 at the earlier time of 09:45 AM.

