The British Wood Pulp Association

(Founded 1896)
To the President and all Members of the BWPA Executive Committee:

Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 28 May 2009 at the Marriott Tudor Park Hotel, Bearsted, Maidstone, Kent.

Present:
M. Anthony Paul

: Vice President

Adam Bonner

Peter Crane

Sakari Pappila

Michael Hobday

: Secretary

Jenny Barrow


: Treasurer

Also attending to provide special input:

Christine Baker

: BWPA Dinner & Sports Day

Rodney Clarke

: Technical & Environmental

Peter Westerman

: Statistics

At the beginning of the Meeting the Vice President drew attention to the BWPA’s Competition Law Policy requiring strict compliance with UK and International Law.

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies were received from the Ari Borg, the President, who arrived later from an incoming flight, David Aldridge, Paul Bailey and Gavin Towers.

Accordingly M. Anthony Paul, the Vice President, took the chair.

2.
APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:


The Minutes were approved and signed by the Vice President.

3.
MEMBERSHIP UPDATE:

I)
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS:

As at that date the following Corporate Members had still to pay their Membership Dues for 2009:
APRIL

: Michael Hobday to chase: Email sent 2 June to Eliana




           Pinto.
Canfor Europe

: Michael Hobday to chase: Phoned Mats Strandberg who

asked that Jenny Barrow send a copy invoice by email.
 
Continental Cellulose
: Michael Hobday to chase: Spoke to Henry Houghton at 







          Tudor Park hotel and followed







          by email reminder 2 June.


Rayonier
: Michael Hobday to chase: Spoke to Graham Agg 2 June 



          who will ensure this is paid

          

          promptly.

Aracruz

: Ari Borg was requested later to chase.

VCP


: Ari Borg was requested later to chase.

Unifibra

: Ari Borg was requested later to chase.

 
II) 
POSSIBLE NEW CORPORATE MEMBERSHIPS:


There appear to be three potential new Corporate Memberships, namely:


Arauco



: Ari Borg to follow-up and be responsible. 

         Failand Paper Services Ltd.
: Michael Hobday to be responsible.

         Greenfield SAS, France
: Michael Hobday to be responsible, but it was felt                      


  that this should be left for about 2/ 3 months to


  allow John Govier time to move this to fruition.

III)
BWPA, EUROPULP AND THE FUTURE:


A short discussion covered the item of how we should see this develop as time moves ahead. It was felt that a small sub-committee be formed to discuss ideas such that a conclusion be presented by this committee to Council and then the AGM in March 2010. Such a committee should have the benefit of European input and as a start, amongst others, Christophe Gimblett/ Ekman and Sakari Pappila/ KFL should be included. See also below in point IV) second paragraph.       
IV)
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

Following the inclusion of our new member, Gavin Towers and the very recent news of  Paul Bailey’s resignation from International Forest Products Ltd. and thus his resignation from the Executive Committee, we are still only five members as against the requirement of six as stated in the Rules of the Association.


This was discussed and the conclusion reached was that: 

· much time had elapsed since the formation of the Rules and maybe an update is now due.
· Office locations of the Corporate Members had moved greatly and whereas most companies were originally London based there are now substantially fewer even UK based and so perhaps the formation of this committee should also be discussed in parallel with similar discussions proposed in point III) above and that this be put to the Council and AGM next March 2010 for update/ review.
4.
STATISTICAL REVIEW:


At this point Peter Westerman joined the meeting to say that:

· getting prompt, meaningful and accurate statistics is becoming ever more  

difficult. 
· whilst statistics for the Annual Report and Accounts will be published on an annual basis, Peter will continue to receive his information on a monthly/ quarterly basis and publish these quarterly.

5.
WEBSITE REVIEW:

Suffice to say that Paul Bailey has now resigned from the BWPA, the Executive Committee and also as Website Manager and that these latter duties are to be taken over by Michael Hobday who will make urgent efforts to “clean-up” the website; delete old material and completely update the whole including the new “Members Area” Password.

All this will then be advised to Council Members as soon as possible.


En passant it is to be hoped that BWPA Members of all sections make a serious effort in using the website and by their input to Michael Hobday assist in keeping it updated. An out dated website is an embarrassment and shows a sloppy attitude. 
6.
DINNER COMMITTEE REVIEW:


Christine Baker confirmed to all that: 

· The Contract with the Waldorf Hilton Hotel, Aldwych has been signed.

· The cabaret for the evening is almost in place.

· For good reasons as explained, Ticket Prices would remain unchanged for this year. Prices would be reviewed in the light of events, next year.

7.
TREASURER’S REVIEW:


Jenny Barrow went through: 

- 
The 2009 Budget and the Figures-to-Date and a copy is attached.
As all realize, Interest Rates are pitiful and likely to remain in the doldrums for some very long time to come. As such, no bonanza is anticipated! 

· The loss figure in the AGM section, which was expected, is due to the low price charged this year as the rebate achieved by Michael Hobday from last year’s lunch fiasco was NOT returned to members, but shown in the 2008 figures as a profit.  
8.
TECHNICAL & ENVIRONMENT REPORT:


Rodney Clarke confirmed that he had had various discussions with Barry Read of PITA. 


From these and other sources he advised that: 

- There is to be a Conference on Eucalyptus Refining about which he would   

  forward information to all Council Members.

- He also advised that the importance of environmental issues is gathering pace    

  and that this is a subject which will not go away.
9.
ANNUAL REPORT & ACCOUNTS & TRADE STATISTICS:

Louis De Vos was not present, but the whole Executive Committee wished to 
extend to him the grateful thanks of the BWPA for his continued support and great efforts in publishing the Annual Report.


These thanks were passed on to Louis later that day on his arrival at Tudor Park.


One item of significance for Louis is that the Annual Report published the historic Pulp prices and whilst these were provided by FOEX of Helsinki on the understanding that this fact would be printed in the Report, no mention of FOEX was given.

The Executive Committee therefore requests that Louis please email to ALL RECIPIENTS of this Report that FOEX indeed did provide this information and to also include in this circular email both:
Martti Airisto
: email address: martti@foex.fi 

Timo Teräs   
: email address: timo.teras@poyry.com   

10.
€UROPULP:


Anthony Paul said that there was nothing of any significance to report at this stage.

11.
BWPA CHRISTMAS LUNCH:


It was agreed that the  Christmas Lunch should be held on: 

FRIDAY 11th DECEMBER 2009 at the usual restaurant “Le Café du Jardin” located at 28, Wellington Street, Covent Garden.

This will follow the Executive Committee meeting earlier that morning which, we trust, may be held at the office of Kingsway Fibres Ltd, Great Queen Street. 
Michael Hobday will reserve this date with the restaurant (downstairs) and confirm to the Executive Committee in due course.

12.
COUNCIL MEETING & THE AGM & LUNCH:


It was agreed that this should take place once again at the National Liberal Club (NLC) in Whitehall Place, London and the date be: 


FRIDAY 5th MARCH 2010.

Michael Hobday is to make all necessary arrangements with the NLC and confirm back to the Executive Committee in due course.
13.
SUCCESSION OF PRESIDENT:


Anthony Paul suggested that on the evening before the next Executive Meeting a dinner comprising a few nominated persons meet and thrash-out some sensible and forward plan to resolve this sticking-point.

This will be discussed by the President, Vice President and Secretary and those names will be contacted shortly with a request to attend.  
14.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:


None to report and the Meeting was closed at 10:45 with the next Meeting to be held on FRIDAY 2 OCTOBER 2009 at KFL office commencing 11:00 AM.
